
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The Holy Spirit Orthodox Church Annual Parish 
Meeting, originally scheduled for  

Sunday, September 12, 2021 has been rescheduled 
to Sunday, September 19, 2021  

Immediately following Divine Liturgy.  Please plan to 
attend.     

 
 

 

Holy Spirit Orthodox Church 
102 Route 284, Wantage, NJ 07461 

 
Father Michael - Priest-in-charge 

(848)228-1563 
holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com 

www.HolySpiritOrthodox.org 
https://www.holyspiritorthodox.org/ 

https://www.holyspiritorthodox.org/weeklybulletins 

We pray for our entire church family and those who do not have a family or 
church family, and our special prayers are for the sick and suffering:  

 
The Archpriests Samuel and Joseph, Archimandrite Joseph, Protopresbyter 
Christos,  the priest Gregory, Mark Benda, Matushka Ellen, Emily Anastasia, 
Nadine Olsen, Marianna, Sophia Eptamenitis, Edward, Taisa, Konstance & 

Elaine Engelsman, Maria Higginbotham, Valentina Bobrowski, Anna 
Konoleva, Erika Dobrzynski, Marie Biancarelli, Joshua and Daniel Buccieri, 

Emma Matthews, Stephanie, Kristy, Victor Szemetylo, Helen, Bonnie Shaffner 
and Helen Schweizer. Amen!!! 

*** To amend the prayer list, speak with Mary Osinski*** 
 

 
The Beheading of the Holy Glorious Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John 

Follow us on            And remember to use:   

 

 
 

August 29th 2021 
 

Years are not needed for true repentance, and not days, but only an instant. 
 

St. Ambrose of Optina 
 
THE BEHEDING OF THE HOLY GLORIOUS PROPHET, FORERUNNER, AND 
BAPTIST JOHN - Following the Baptism of the Lord, Saint John the Baptist was 
locked up in prison by Herod Antipas, the Tetrarch. The prophet of God John 
openly denounced Herod for having left his lawful wife, the daughter of the 
Arabian king Aretas, and then instead cohabiting with Herodias, the wife of his 
brother Philip.  On his birthday, Herod made a feast for dignitaries, the elders 
and a thousand chief citizens. Salome, the daughter of Herod, danced before 
the guests and charmed Herod. In gratitude to the girl, he swore to give her 
whatever she would ask, up to half his kingdom. The vile girl on the advice of 
her wicked mother Herodias asked that she be given the head of John the 
Baptist on a platter. Herod became apprehensive, for he feared the wrath of 
God for the murder of a prophet, whom earlier he had heeded. He also feared 
the people, who loved the holy Forerunner. But because of the guests and his 
careless oath, he gave orders to cut off the head of Saint John and to give it to 
Salome. After the murder of Saint John the Baptist, Herod continued to govern 
for a certain time. Pontius Pilate, governor of Judea, later sent Jesus Christ to 
him, Whom he mocked. The judgment of God came upon Herod, Herodias and 
Salome, even during their earthly life. Salome, crossing the River Sikoris in 
winter, fell through the ice. The ice gave way in such a way that her body was in 
the water, but her head was trapped above the ice. It was similar to how she 
once had danced with her feet upon the ground, but now she flailed helplessly 
in the icy water. Thus she was trapped until that time when the sharp ice cut 
through her neck. Her corpse was not found, but they brought the head to 
Herod and Herodias, as once they had brought them the head of Saint John the 
Baptist. The Arab king Aretas, in revenge for the disrespect shown his daughter, 
made war against Herod. The defeated Herod suffered the wrath of the Roman 
emperor Caius Caligua (37-41) and was exiled with Herodias first to Gaul, and 
then to Spain. The Beheading of Saint John the Baptist, a Feast day established 
by the Church, is also a strict fast day because of the grief of Christians at the 
violent death of the saint. 



  

Dates to Remember 
 

Saturday 28th of August  
Great Vespers at 5 pm  

 
Sunday 29th of August  

Divine Liturgy at 10 am  
 

Saturday 4th of September  
Great Vespers at 5 pm  

 
Sunday 5th of September  
Divine Liturgy at 10 am  

 
Monday 6th of September  

Parish Council Meeting at 6 pm via ZOOM 
 

Sunday 19th of September  
Divine Liturgy at 10 am  

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING after Divine Liturgy  
 

 
Service Schedule 

 
Great Vespers: 5 pm Saturdays 

Hours: 9:40am Sundays 
Divine Liturgy: 10:00am Sundays  

 
Confessions: Will be heard every Saturday evening after 

Vespers or by appointment.  
Call, text or email Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or 

holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com  
 

Monthly calendar at www.HolySpiritOrthodox.org 
 

  

Announcements 
 
Welcome to the Holy Spirit Orthodox Church 
Father Michael is still away. The Archpriest Samuel Kedala will serve Vespers 
on Saturday, August 28th at 5pm.  The Mitred Archpriest George Hasenecz 
will serve Divine Liturgy for the Feast of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist 
on Sunday, August 29th at 10am. 
 
The Feast of the Beheading of St. John the Baptist is a strict fast day. 
Following the Divine Liturgy, everyone is invited to enjoy lenten coffee social. 

Many Thanks 
The council and parishioners of Holy Spirit Orthodox Church, Wantage, express our 
sincere appreciation to Father Nikolai Khalimonov from Endicott, NY for serving 
Divine Liturgy last Sunday at our church.  God Bless and Grant You Many Years!   

Thank you! 
Our sincere thanks go to all those who dedicated their time and effort at the NJ State 
Fair. Even during these troubling times, through your unrelenting dedication, we 
managed to raise money for our Parish. God grant you many years! 

Visitors Welcome! 
If you are a guest at today’s Divine Liturgy, we invite you to join us following Divine 
Liturgy for light refreshments and fellowship so we can get to know each other. You 
are always welcome to share in worship and fellowship at Holy Spirit Orthodox 
Church.  Please sign the Guest Book in the Narthex and include your email. 

New Laity Liturgical Books for Holy Spirit Orthodox Church 
Our goal is to purchase 40 books for our church. St. Tikhon's anticipates the books will 
be published and available during the month of September 2021.  We have already 
received $200 from Ed & Taisa Engelsman towards this fundraiser and any financial 
donations would be most welcome and appreciated.  If you donate by check, in the 
memo section, indicate: Books. 

Local Committees meet in preparation for the 20th All-American Council 
On Tuesday, August 17, 2021, the planning for the 20th All-American Council took 
another step forward. The local committee chairs met via teleconference to discuss a 
number of aspects of the Council. The meeting was chaired by Deacon Peter Ilchuk, 
Council Manager. For more information please follow the link bellow: 

https://www.oca.org/news/headline-news/local-committees-meet-in-preparation-
for-the-20th-all-american-council 

Have an item for the bulletin?  
Please email Father Michael at holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com or Mary Osinski at 
mary.osinski@gmail.com  


