Food Donations for Christmas
During this season of joy, your generosity is most welcome and greatly
appreciated. Food donation bins are located at the ramp entrance,
under the candle table, and also downstairs in the parish hall by the
bookshelf. Thank you very much and God bless you.

November 29th, 2020
We pray for our entire church family and those who do not have a
family or church family, and our special prayers are for the sick and
suffering:
The Archpriests Samuel, Joseph & John, the priest Gregory,
Sophia Eptamenitis, Edward, Taisa, Konstance & Elaine Engelsman,
Nadine Olsen, Maria Higginbotham, Valentina Bobrowski, Ellen,
Anna Konoleva, Erika Dobrzynski, Marie Biancarelli, Joshua Buccieri,
Emma Matthews, Stephanie, Kristy, Victor Szemetylo, Bonnie
Shaffner, and Helen Schweizer. Amen!!!
*** To amend the prayer list, speak with Mary Osinski***
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Nothing burdens the soul and draws it down as the consciousness
of sin.
St. Gregory of Nyssa
NEW HIEROMARTYR PHILOUMENOS OF JACOB’S WEL. Philoumenos
was born in 1913 and lived on the island of Cyprus. From his youth, his
grandmother taught him about Christ, the Lives of the Saints, and
hymns of the Church. At the age of fourteen, he entered the Monastery
of Stavrovouni and stayed there for five years, then went to Jerusalem.
He was appointed the caretaker of the Monastery of Jacob’s Well. Every
Friday, many Jewish people would come to Jacob’s Well to pray. Some
would tell Philoumenos to take all the Orthodox icons and leave, or he
would regret it bitterly. On November 29th, 1979, it rained very hard all
day, with lightning and thunder, and no one visited the shrine. While
Father Philoumenos was serving Vespers, a group broke into the
monastery, killing Philoumenos with an ax and chopping off his three
fingers with which he made the Sign of the Cross. Not only did the group
take the icons, candleholders, and vessels, but they also defiled the
church. When the guard arrived the next morning, Philoumenos was
found in a pool of blood. He was taken to the morgue, and after six
days, his relics were handed over to the priests for burial. They found
the saint’s body still flexible, and he was buried on Mount Zion.
Christians, Muslims, Hodjas, and other from various religions attended
his funeral and mourned Father Philoumenos with great sadness. After
four years, the grave of St. Philoumenos was opened, and his relics were
found mostly incorrupt and exuding a beautiful fragrance.

Announcements

In order to attend services, you must let us know. Call, text or email
Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or
holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com
Service Schedule
Great Vespers: 5 pm Saturdays
Hours: 9:40am Sundays
Divine Liturgy: 10:00am Sundays
Confessions: Will be heard every Saturday evening after Vespers or
by appointment.
Call, text or email Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or
holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com
Monthly calendar at www.HolySpiritOrthodox.org

Dates to Remember
th

Thursday 26 of November
Happy Thanksgiving Day
“Let us give thanks to the Lord for all things!”
Saturday 28st of November
Great Vespers at 5 pm
Sunday 29th of November
Hours at 9:45 am
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am
Sunday 6th of December
St. Nicholas Day – A virtual celebration from 7 pm to 9pm
Watch and sing along as the choir and musician of St.
Tikhon’s sing and play music celebrating St. Nicholas and the
Christmas season.

Thank you
Sincere thanks for donations to Holy Spirit Orthodox Church in memory of
+Matushka Elizabeth Kachur.
Father Joseph and Matushka Ellen Chupeck, Helen Dolocheck, Bob and Carol
Hruby and Mary Osinski.
St. Nicholas Day – A virtual celebration
For the next two weeks we will be gathering special donations for St.
Tikhon’s seminary. Please make all checks payable to Holy Spirit Orthodox
Church.
Our own Holy Spirit Choir produced two short videos for the livestream
event. The choir performed three different renditions of the Troparion for
the Nativity, representing a variety of Orthodox musical tradition. They also
performed the Nativity Kontakion by Dmitri Yaichkov. Choir director Timothy
Kachur (bass) was joined by Pamela Kachur (alto), Michael Olsen (tenor), and
Taisa Engelsman (soprano). Cheryl and Seth Fleishman filmed and edited the
videos.
The Clothing Bin
We would like to inform you that the clothing bin is now open again. Please
let your friends know that clothes can be dropped off now. We thank you for
your donations!
Church Attendance
If you have not attended church since the reopening, you must notify Fr.
Michael before attending. Please email, text or call Father Michael at
(848)228-1563 or holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com
Confessions by Appointment
Confessions will be heard every Saturday evening after Vespers or by
appointment. Please contact Father Michael to make an appointment for the
Sacrament of Confession. This can be offered either by phone or in person
(with social distancing). Contact Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or
holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com.
Offerings at end of Divine Liturgy
Offerings can be made at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The collection
basket is on the table by the exit. Donations are also welcomed to be sent
via mail to Holy Spirit Orthodox Church, 102 Route 284, Wantage, NJ
07461. Your continued support of the church during these difficult times is
very much appreciated and we are thankful.
Food Donations at ramp entrance
A food donation bin is now located at the ramp entrance under the candle
table. The Sussex Help Center is always in need of breakfast cereal, peanut
butter, canned fruit and vegetables, fruit juice, and other non-perishable
food items. Thank you.

