Food Donations for Christmas
During this season of joy, your generosity is most welcome and greatly
appreciated. Food donation bins are located at the ramp entrance,
under the candle table, and also downstairs in the parish hall by the
bookshelf. Thank you very much and God bless you.

DECEMBER 6th, 2020
We pray for our entire church family and those who do not have a
family or church family, and our special prayers are for the sick and
suffering:
The Archpriests Samuel, Joseph & John, the priest Gregory,
Sophia Eptamenitis, Edward, Taisa, Konstance & Elaine Engelsman,
Nadine Olsen, Maria Higginbotham, Valentina Bobrowski, Ellen,
Anna Konoleva, Erika Dobrzynski, Marie Biancarelli, Joshua Buccieri,
Emma Matthews, Stephanie, Kristy, Victor Szemetylo, Bonnie
Shaffner, and Helen Schweizer. Amen!!!
*** To amend the prayer list, speak with Mary Osinski***
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In the Church, which has the mysteries that save, there is no desperation.
We may be extremely sinful. However, we confess, the priest reads the
prayer over us and so we are forgiven and we move toward immortality,
without any anxiety, without any fear. Whoever lives in Christ, becomes
one with Him, with His Church. He lives something crazy! This life is
different to human life. It’s joy, light, gladness an uplift. This is the
Church’s life, the Gospel’s life, God’s Kingdom. “The Kingdom of God is
within you” (Luke 17:21). Christ comes in us and we are in Him.
St. Porphyrios the Kapsokalyvite
NICHOLAS THE WONDERWORKER OF MYRA: He was born in the city of Patara in the region of Lycia (on the south coast of
the Asia Minor peninsula), and was the only son of pious parents Theophanes and Nonna, who had vowed to dedicate him to God.
Saint Nicholas from his infancy began a life of fasting, and on Wednesdays and Fridays he would not accept milk from his mother until
after his parents had finished their evening prayers. From his childhood Nicholas thrived on the study of Divine Scripture; by day he
would not leave church, and by night he prayed and read books, making himself a worthy dwelling place for the Holy Spirit. Nicholas
of Patara ordained him a reader, and then elevated Nicholas to the priesthood, making him his assistant and entrusting him to instruct
the flock. The priest Nicholas displayed great kind-heartedness towards the flock, and towards the afflicted who came to him for help,
and he distributed all his inheritance to the poor. In bestowing charity, Saint Nicholas always strove to do this secretly and to conceal
his good deeds. Later in his life, the saint entered into the brotherhood of a monastery named Holy Sion, which had been founded by
his uncle. But the Lord again indicated another path for him, “Nicholas, this is not the vineyard where you shall bear fruit for Me.
Return to the world, and glorify My Name there.” So he left Patara and went to Myra in Lycia. Upon the death of Archbishop John,
Nicholas was chosen as Bishop of Myra. After his consecration as archbishop, Saint Nicholas remained a great ascetic, appearing to his
flock as an image of gentleness, kindness and love for people. This was particularly precious for the Lycian Church during the
persecution of Christians under the emperor Diocletian (284-305). Bishop Nicholas, locked up in prison together with other Christians
for refusing to worship idols, sustained them and exhorted them to endure the fetters, punishment and torture. Upon the accession
of Saint Constantine (May 21) as emperor, Saint Nicholas was restored to his flock, which joyfully received their guide and intercessor.
Despite his great gentleness of spirit and purity of heart, Saint Nicholas was a zealous and ardent warrior of the Church of Christ.
Fighting evil spirits, the saint made the rounds of the pagan temples and shrines in the city of Myra and its surroundings, shattering
the idols and turning the temples to dust. In the year 325 Saint Nicholas was a participant in the First Ecumenical Council. This Council
proclaimed the Nicean Symbol of Faith, and he stood up against the heretic Arius. Saint Nicholas, fired with zeal for the Lord, assailed
the heretic Arius with his words, and also struck him upon the face. For this reason, he was deprived of the emblems of his episcopal
rank and placed under guard. But several of the holy Fathers had the same vision, seeing the Lord Himself and the Mother of God
returning to him the Gospel and omophorion. The Fathers of the Council agreed that the audacity of the saint was pleasing to God,
and restored the saint to the office of bishop. Having reached old age, Saint Nicholas peacefully fell asleep in the Lord. His venerable
relics were preserved incorrupt in the local cathedral church and flowed with curative myrrh, from which many received healing. The
name of the great saint of God, the hierarch and wonderworker Nicholas, a speedy helper and suppliant for all hastening to him, is
famed in every corner of the earth. Saint Nicholas is the patron of travelers, and we pray to him for deliverance from floods, poverty,
or any misfortunes. He has promised to help those who remember his parents, Theophanes and Nonna. Saint Nicholas is also
commemorated on May 9 (The transfer of his relics) and on July 29 (his nativity).

Announcements

In order to attend services, you must let us know. Call, text or email
Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or
holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com
Service Schedule
Great Vespers: 5 pm Saturdays
Hours: 9:40am Sundays
Divine Liturgy: 10:00am Sundays
Confessions: Will be heard every Saturday evening after Vespers or
by appointment.
Call, text or email Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or
holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com
Monthly calendar at www.HolySpiritOrthodox.org

Dates to Remember
Saturday 5th of December
Great Vespers at 5pm
Sunday 6th of December
St. Nicholas Day
Divine Liturgy at 10:00 am
Sunday 6th of December
St. Nicholas Day – A virtual celebration from 7 pm to 9pm
Watch and sing along as the choir and musician of St.
Tikhon’s sing and play music celebrating St. Nicholas and the
Christmas season.
Church to honor Saint Nicholas in the feat day livestream
(advertisernewsnorth.com)
Wednesday 16th of December
Parish Council Meeting
6 PM Via Zoom

Thank you
SPECIAL THANKS to all those who are helping me during this transitional
period and to all volunteers at Holy Spirit Orthodox church. Your dedication of
time and talents are very much appreciated and valued!
St. Nicholas Day – A virtual celebration
For the next two weeks we will be gathering special donations for St. Tikhon’s
seminary. Please make all checks payable to Holy Spirit Orthodox Church.
Our own Holy Spirit Choir produced two short videos for the livestream event.
The choir performed three different renditions of the Troparion for the
Nativity, representing a variety of Orthodox musical tradition. They also
performed the Nativity Kontakion by Dmitri Yaichkov. Choir director Timothy
Kachur (bass) was joined by Pamela Kachur (alto), Michael Olsen (tenor), and
Taisa Engelsman (soprano). Cheryl and Seth Fleishman filmed and edited the
videos.
The Clothing Bin
We would like to inform you that the clothing bin is now open again. Please
let your friends know that clothes can be dropped off now. We thank you for
your donations!
Church Attendance
If you have not attended church since the reopening, you must notify Fr.
Michael before attending. Please email, text or call Father Michael at
(848)228-1563 or holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com
Confessions by Appointment
Confessions will be heard every Saturday evening after Vespers or by
appointment. Please contact Father Michael to make an appointment for the
Sacrament of Confession. This can be offered either by phone or in person
(with social distancing). Contact Father Michael at (848)228-1563 or
holyspiritwantagenj@gmail.com.
Offerings at end of Divine Liturgy
Offerings can be made at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The collection
basket is on the table by the exit. Donations are also welcomed to be sent via
mail to Holy Spirit Orthodox Church, 102 Route 284, Wantage, NJ 07461. Your
continued support of the church during these difficult times is very much
appreciated and we are thankful.
Food Donations at ramp entrance
A food donation bin is now located at the ramp entrance under the candle
table. The Sussex Help Center is always in need of breakfast cereal, peanut
butter, canned fruit and vegetables, fruit juice, and other non-perishable food
items. Thank you.

