August 2nd, 2020
During the great fast of the first fifteen days of August, some persons
wore black clothes, in order to honor the Theotokos. But if this is not
accompanied by fasting and by prayer it is in vain.
+St. Raphael of Lesvos

VENERABLE PHOTINI (FOTOU) OF CYPRUS. St. Photini the Cypriot, known in
Cyprus as Fotou, lived as an ascetic in a cave that she carved our herself. The
cave is in the village of Agios Andronikos of Yialousa. The fifteenth-century
historian Leontios Macheras writes in his “Chronikon” that in the cave was a
Holy Altar and a place of worship, which has holy water deep in depth. At
every new moon, the top of the water turns into ice and people life it off, which
then starts melting into small particles as thin as dust. The blind takes this dust
and rub it on their eyes, and they can see. This holy water is said to have dried
up since the Turkish settlement of Northern Cyprus in 1974. Every year on the
eve of Fotou’s feast, thousands of faithful from around Cyprus filled the village
and made temporary huts. This began one of the island’s biggest festivals, with
food drink, song, and dance. Until 1964 the village was mixed, and Turkish
Cypriots celebrated with the Greeks. Fotou is one of the most beloved saints of
the region. According to tradition, she was granted the power to perform
miracles. She died peacefully and was buried by devout Christians. Later her
tomb was discovered by divine revelation. In it were written the following
words: “Photini, Virgin Bride of Christ.”

In order to attend services, you must let us know by either text or email
that you plan to attend:
Send text to 973-970-4205 or email sinney41@gmail.com

Service Schedule
Great Vespers: 4pm on 1st and 3rd Saturdays
Hours: 9:10 am Sundays (for July and August)
Divine Liturgy: 9:30am Sundays (for July and August)
(Additional services for feast days and special observances)

Confessions: By appointment
Contact Father George to schedule confession
Send text to 973 970-4205 or email sinney41@gmail.com

Monthly calendar at www.HolySpiritOrthodox.org
Dates to Remember
Thursday, August 6th
Transfiguration of the Lord
Divine Liturgy 9:30am
Saturday, August 15th
Dormition of the Most Holy Theotokos
Divine Liturgy 9:30am
Tuesday, September 8th
Nativity of the Most Holy Theotokos
Divine Liturgy 10:00am
Friday, September 11th
9/11 Memorial Service, 7pm
Sunday, September 13th
Annual Parish Meeting after Divine Liturgy

Announcements
We have 2 important Holy Days in August, The Transfiguration on Aug. 6
with the blessing of grapes & fruit and The Dormition of the Theotokos on
Aug. 15 with the blessing of herbs & flowers. If you cannot attend services on
those days we will offer both blessings on Sunday, Aug. 9th.
st

Dormition Fast begins Saturday, August 1 .
St.Tikhon Seminary recently held an all day, live streaming fund raiser. We,
as a parish, would like to participate by having a special collection basket in
the back of the church. Thank you for your continued faithfulness & support.
Church Attendance: If you have not attended church since the reopening,
you must notify Fr. George before attending. Please text Father George at
973-970-4205 or email him: sinney41@gmail.com
Confessions by Appointment
Please contact Father George to make an appointment for the Sacrament of
Confession. This can be offered either by phone or in person (with social
distancing).
Contact Fr George: Text 973-970-4205 (new #), email sinney41@gmail.com
Offerings at end of Divine Liturgy
Offerings can be made at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy. The collection
basket will be located on the table by the exit. Thank you.
Join Us for Coffee Hour al Fresco!
With the blessing of His Eminence, Archbishop Michael, coffee hour
has resumed -- outdoors. Join us on the back patio after Divine Liturgy.
Food Donations at ramp entrance
A food donation bin is now be located at the ramp entrance under the candle
table. The Sussex Help Center is always in need of breakfast cereal, peanut
butter, canned fruit and vegetables, fruit juice, and other non-perishable
food items. Thank you.
Used Clothing Collection Bin Temporarily Discontinued
The clothing collection bin located in our parking lot will not be receiving
donations at this time.
Have an item for the bulletin? Please email Anna Seniw by noon on
Wednesday at stampingbear@yahoo.com

We pray for our entire church family and those who do not have a
family or church family, and our special prayers are for the sick and
suffering:
The Archpriests Samuel, Joseph & John, the priest Gregory,
Sophia Eptamenitis, Edward, Taisa, Konstance & Elaine Engelsman,
Nadine Olsen, Maria Higginbotham, Valentina Bobrowski, Ellen,
Anna Konoleva, Erika Dobrzynski, Marie Biancarelli, Joshua Buccieri,
Emma Matthews, Stephanie, Kristy, Victor Szemetylo, Bonnie Shaffner.
Amen!!!
*** To amend the prayer list, speak with Mary Osinski***

The Transfer of the Relics of the Holy Protomartyr Stephen from Jerusalem to
Constantinople
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