PALM SUNDAY
April 12th, 2020
“Who did not meet the Lord when He triumphantly entered Jerusalem as a
king; and who did not cry out then Hosanna to the Son of David! (Matt. 21:15)?
But only four days passed, and the same crowd cried with the same tongues.
Crucify Him, crucify him! (John 19:6). An amazing change! But why should we
be surprised? Do we not do the very same thing when, upon receiving the Holy
Mysteries of the Body and Blood of the Lord, we barely leave the church before
forgetting everything – both our reverence and God’s mercy toward us? We
give ourselves over as before to self-pleasing deeds – at first small and then
also large. Perhaps even before four days have passed.”
St. Theophan the Recluse

VERONA. Zeno was from fourth-century Syria. While still a young man he
became a monk, devoting himself to the study of the Holy Scriptures. He
decided to settle in the city of Verona, and after some time he was made a
bishop. This was during the time of the Arian heresy, which was condemned by
the First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea in 325. However, due to the patronage
of the emperors Constantius and Valens, the Arians began to persecute the
Orthodox. Zeno defended true Orthodoxy in sermons and letters, and he
wrote a total of 93 discourses against the Arians. For this, he bravely endured
oppression and sufferings and died at the hands of the heretic Arians about the
year 360. Two hundred years later, the Tiber River overflowed its banks,
flooding the city of Verona. The waters surrounded the church dedicated to St.
Zeno, rising up to the windows. When the church doors were opened, the
water did not rush into the church but stopped at the front wall.

DIOCESAN RESOURCES
Please visit the diocesan web site:
https://www.nynjoca.org/
On the home page you will find:
•
•
•
•

Updates on the quarantine/situation
Statements from His Eminence, Archbishop Michael
Resources for home prayer -- Reader’s Vespers, Typika
Service, and Home Prayer rule information (updated
regularly)
Links to online streamed services

Keeping Your Offerings Current

Remember to keep your offerings
current by sending your check to:
Holy Spirit Orthodox Church
102 Route 284, Wantage, NJ 07461
(make check payable to “Holy Spirit Orthodox Church”.)
Sincere thanks for continuing to support your church during
these difficult times.

Holy Spirit Orthodox Church, 102 Rt. 284, Wantage, NJ 07461

Readings during Holy Week
Check your email -- we will be sending out the daily readings every
day during Holy Week.
Scripture Readings - Sunday, April 12, 2020
Genesis 49:1-2,8-12 (Vespers, 1st reading)
1 And Jacob called his sons and said, “Gather together, that I may tell
you what shall befall you in the last days:
2 “Gather together and hear, you sons of Jacob, And listen to Israel
your father.
8 “Judah, you are he whom your brothers shall praise; Your hand
shall be on the neck of your enemies; Your father’s children shall bow
down before you.
9 Judah is a lion’s whelp; From the prey, my son, you have gone up.
He bows down, he lies down as a lion; And as a lion, who shall rouse
him?
10 The scepter shall not depart from Judah, Nor a lawgiver from
between his feet, Until Shiloh comes; And to Him shall be the
obedience of the people.
11 Binding his donkey to the vine, And his donkey’s colt to the choice
vine, He washed his garments in wine, And his clothes in the blood of
grapes.
12 His eyes are darker than wine, And his teeth whiter than milk.
Philippians 4:4-9 (Epistle)
4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!
5 Let your gentleness be known to all men. The Lord is at hand.
6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to
God;
7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.
8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are
noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever
things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy – meditate on these
things.
9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in
me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.

John 12:1-18 (Gospel)
1 Then, six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where
Lazarus was who had been dead, whom He had raised from the dead.
2 There they made Him a supper; and Martha served, but Lazarus
was one of those who sat at the table with Him.
3 Then Mary took a pound of very costly oil of spikenard, anointed
the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair. And the house was
filled with the fragrance of the oil.
4 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, who would
betray Him, said,
5 Why was this fragrant oil not sold for three hundred denarii and
given to the poor?
6 This he said, not that he cared for the poor, but because he was a
thief, and had the money box; and he used to take what was put in it.
7 But Jesus said, “Let her alone; she has kept this for the day of My
burial.
8 For the poor you have with you always, but Me you do not have
always.”
9 Now a great many of the Jews knew that He was there; and they
came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might also see Lazarus,
whom He had raised from the dead.
10 But the chief priests plotted to put Lazarus to death also,
11 because on account of him many of the Jews went away and
believed in Jesus.
12 The next day a great multitude that had come to the feast, when
they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem,
13 took branches of palm trees and went out to meet Him, and cried
out: “Hosanna! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the LORD!’
The King of Israel!”
14 Then Jesus, when He had found a young donkey, sat on it; as it is
written:
15“Fear not, daughter of Zion; behold, your King is coming, sitting on
a donkey’s colt.”
16 His disciples did not understand these things at first; but when
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were
written about Him and that they had done these things to Him.
17 Therefore the people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus
out of his tomb and raised him from the dead, bore witness.
18 For this reason the people also met Him, because they heard that
He had done this sign.

Palm Sunday
Entry of Our Lord into Jerusalem

Troparion & Kontakion
Troparion — Tone 1
By raising Lazarus from the dead before Your passion, / You
did confirm the universal Resurrection, O Christ God! / Like the
children with the palms of victory, / We cry out to You, O
Vanquisher of death; / Hosanna in the Highest! / Blessed is He
that comes in the Name of the Lord!

Troparion — Tone 4
When we were buried with You in Baptism, O Christ God, / We
were made worthy of eternal life by Your Resurrection! / Now
we praise You and sing: / Hosanna in the highest! / Blessed is
He that comes in the Name of the Lord!

Kontakion — Tone 6
Sitting on Your throne in heaven, / Carried on a foal on earth, O
Christ God! / Accept the praise of angels and the songs of
children who sing: / Blessed is He that comes to recall Adam!

We pray for our entire church family and those who do not have a family
or church family, but our special prayers are for the sick and suffering:
The Archpriests Samuel, Joseph & John, the priest Gregory,
Sophia Eptamenitis, Edward, Taisa, Konstance & Elaine Engelsman,
Nadine Olsen, Maria Higginbotham, Valentina Bobrowski, Ellen, Anna
Konoleva, Erika Dobrzynski, Marie Biancarelli, Joshua Buccieri, Emma
Matthews, Stephanie, Kristy, Victor Szemetylo, Joseph Belli, Bonnie
Shaffner. Amen!!!
*** To amend the prayer list, speak with Mary Osinski***
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